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From MAY 2023 
(Volume 137) 


“Sometimes we walk with a few ‘lad’s and sometimes we find some other followers.. 
se 


From May 2023. 


Catching up with my Photo Histories’ and as the Coronation seemed to demand its own volume and | am very 
aware of our Californian trip looming. 


| have loads of assorted photos to sort and publish here and Larnie is now back after meeting Jake’s grandma in 
New York (still waiting to hear how that meeting went) and yesterday Tammy arrived back from Boston so we 
will have lots to catch up with. 


| am still volunteering and this time of year we are attending to the newly -planted whips/saplings and in many 
cases we are delighted with progress, but sadly other areas we are met with a non-survival situation. Any- 
way...the pictures and captions will explain a lot. 


| continue to alternate daily early mornings (getting up at the unearthly hour of 5.00am) when one day | swim 
for an hour and the next work out n the gym ...also for an hour. Both cases are at a leisurely pace, | hasten to 
add.. 


Meanwhile my fit wife runs round Groveland's and uses the exercise bike when the weather is bad. We also still 
do the Saturday Park 5km run with loads of others and | consistently come in last ..to the point where Lynn said 
she cannot walk so slowly and runs ahead knocking at least 15 minutes of my 1 hour. 


Still 80 next year so must be doing something right. 


DP and family were great when we met them last week and Beau has got a great girlfriend, Nina, who joined us 
for a Sri-Lankan meal in Bath. This was after we enjoyed Peachy appearing in a youth play put on by her Uni 
study group. She danced and the whole production was very professional. 


Parking near the theatre was a total nightmare and despite allowing 30 minutes we just sat down as the produc- 
tion started. 


Lynn and | are less enamoured by long-distance travel now and the requirement to be early at airports with the 
resultant slow queuing and security etc certainly takes the enjoyment out of travel. Add to this the massively 
increased cost takes the excitement out of it. We are glad we have managed to tick off most of our bucket list 
and the home travel has re-awakened our love of the UK which we never tire of. 


| am growing seeds to transplant to my allotment and the first batch were transported there and painstakingly 
planted and labelled with identifying white plastic labels. On my return nothing at all was left except these labels 
so maybe next year | will concentrate on them. | think the slugs have a ven- 

detta against me 


Botany Bay May 
2nd ‘23 


Now the planting 

is temporarily halted (as we can only plant 
when the whips/saplings are dormant ) our 
current volunteering is tree maintenance. 


Some areas we find a large proportion have 
not survived the drought of last summer 
followed by the winter. However the ones 
that have succeeded are really inspiring 


With the family at The Coconut Tree 
in Bath after Peachey's concert 
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Phew...raced like a looney from Shepton Mallet and got 
Lynn home in good time for her to watch The Coronation. 
She was engrossed and didn’t move for hours... 
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DP treated us to a great meal, 
with a difference , in one of his 
favourite places, ‘ROOTS’ in 
Bristol harbour (not far from 
where his boat is moored) 
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St Catherine’s in Frome, traditionally referred to as 
Frome’s Artisan Quarter, has been a commercial part of 
the town for many centuries being part of the original 
medieval street pattern of Frome, composed of cobbled 
streets which used to be the main road into the town. 


At the end of the twentieth century the area went into a 
decline with many of the shops boarded up. The area 
began to revive at the beginning of this century when 

several small businesses who, finding rents and property 

affordable, moved into the old shops making it the place 
we see today full of designer makers, vintage specialists, 
craft suppliers, cafes etc 


Peachy on stage in a great production 
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We all had a great time in Bath after the show 
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are so old I’d 
better hold up all 
the traffic while 


they slowly cross 
the road 
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Nina for the 
first time in 


ao 
c 
B 
oO 
= 
oO 
wn 
£ 
au 
> 
‘<= 
3 
2 
c 
o) 
o 
wn 
ay 
O 


Photo History 


Glastonbury 


Strangely enough, we have never been 
to Glastonbury (town) but DP insisted 
that we would love it...and he was right. 


Glastonbury has been described as hav- 

ing a New Age Community and possibly 

being where New Age beliefs originated 
at the turn of the twentieth century. It is 
notable for myths and legends often re- 

lated to Glastonbury Tor. 


Evidence from timber trackways such as 
the Sweet Track show that the town has 
been inhabited since Neolithic times 


Some characters we 

saw in Glastonbury 

seem to be caught in 
a time warp 


The guy below is 
a friend of DP 
and he sells top 
quality choco- 
lates froma 
small shop 


What a great name for a bakery 
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Glastonbury is fascinating 
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Welcome to Glastonbury . 
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.”Of course | know 
Fluffy..who doesn’t” 
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GLASTONBURY TOR 


! GLASTONBURY TOR AND ABBEY jf 


A steep climb but it 


had to be done 
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We spun these prayer 
wheels before we set 
off...but they didn’t 
help us finding a 
short cut 
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Eyes everywhere!!! 
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Camlet Moat at Trent Park 


(‘aml * 
~amlet Moat 
Spread acroes the medieval English landscape there were thousands of modest, rural moated sites, of 


which Camlet Moat isa fine and well-preserved example. Sites like these were some way down the social 
scale from castles and big manor houses, and as they tend, visually, to be relatively modest, it was only in 


the 1960s that archaeologists realised that they form a distinct class of fleld monument in their own right. 
well ower 5,000 having 


Since then, it has been shown that they survive in remarkably lage numbers 
year. Mast date from 


already been identified in England and with new discoveries being made 
1150 - 1500 AD approx, 

They vary in size and complexity usually compeising a central platorm - rectangular m, on which 
was a domestic house often with outbuildings and gardens, partly or completely surrounded by a moa 
with a flaebortomed ditch. This could be crossed by bridges, as at Camlet, Excavated timber thought to 


bgjfrom the bridge was dated using dendrochronology, of treering dating, to «1357, 
Their purpose is widely debaced bur status & prestige seem very likely to be of principal importancy 


Lynn and | walked along The Enfield chase to check how the two trees 
which we planted last year in memory of Arnon and Ben were progress- 
ing. We removed the guards and were delighted to see that thy were 
small but growing beautifully 
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The start of two wonderful English 


oaks in a great position by the pond It is so encouraging that the new path we were involved in 


establishing is now being well used by cyclists, people with 
dogs, and many walkers (including some with children) 
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Bull Mill on the River Beane is a 
real favourite spot for us. We 


walk along the river and enjoy 


the bluebell display, the wild gar- 
lic and also the wild elderflowers. 
We haven’t seen the enormous 
Roman snails for years so we 
were delighted to see they still 
frequent this special spot 
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Efforts to restrict rabbit 
entry to the wooded area 


Now that the tree planting has temporarily finished, a few of us volunteers are 
involved in tree maintenance . This can be a slow and quite daunting task. Many 
trees have not survived and the weeding involved in ‘giving the saplings a fighting 
chance’ is backbreaking work. 


... however when we see these whips becoming strong saplings it is a great 
sight. | can visualise that this whole are will be wooded in years to come so 
we are certainly doing something very positive for the future 


~ Anyone reading my Photo History will see that trees are an important factor in my thinking 


Photo History and this article in our local paper highlighted just how antisocial people can be and display 


attitudes totally at variance with my way of thinking. Read and form your own opinion 


From The Enfield Dispatch.............. A Clay Hill landowner and his contractors who illegally felled 270 protected trees have been 
ordered to pay a quarter-of-a-million pounds in fines and costs by a judge. 


The order came after a lengthy investigation and prosecution brought by Enfield Council’s planning enforcement officers, who 
acted on a tip-off from members of the public who were walking in Hilly Fields Park adjacent to the land where the trees were 
being felled. 


The trees — felled between December 2018 and January 2019 — were covered by a tree preservation order and were sited 
within Clay Hill Conservation Area, on land known as ‘Kingswood’ in Clay Hill. 


The 270 lost trees included yew, hawthorn oak, ash, spruce, willow and poplar and were predominantly located in the bottom 
south-east corner of the grounds, clearly visible from Hilly Fields Park. 


Ali Matur, who owns the Kingswood land; Bush Wheeler Services Ltd, the contractors who carried out the work; and Robert 
Bush, the director of the company; all pleaded guilty at Highbury Corner Magistrates’ Court for charges related to the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990. 


The three defendants have collectively now been ordered to pay more than £255,000, at a hearing at Wood Green Crown 
Court. 


The judge fined Ali Matur £73,700, while Robert Bush and Bush Wheeler Services Ltd as a company were fined £2,177.50 
each. In addition, Matur was ordered to pay £100,000 in confiscation monies under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002. Robert 
Bush and Bush Wheeler Services Ltd were ordered to pay £5,200 in confiscation between them. The three defendants were 
also ordered to pay the council’s costs of £72,083.85. 


To help replace the trees that were lost, the council has served a tree replacement notice under the Town and Country Plan- 
ning (Tree Preservation) Regulations 2012. The notice requires the replanting of 284 trees at the site, which includes oak, 
sweet chestnut, hornbeam, silver birch, field maple, cherry, scots pines, Corsican, pine and Norway spruce. However, the no- 
tice is subject to an appeal by Matur. 


The trees before (left) and after 
(right) 
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Shindig, the festival , 
is now well estab- 
lished and DP is busy 
organising its pro- 
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We feel that this anomaly in the Planning law allows develop- 


ers to add floors to existing buildings with a minimum of ap- xp p08 MUEH MORp 
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proval so this extra height at Hobart House (almost opposite) 
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An empty shop in Glas- 


tonbury had this in the 
window for some un- 


known reason 
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“BOAT RACE NIGHT 
smu! “LIVELINESS” 


Arreits After The Police Stop 
dn The West End 


Princess of Wales 
Conservatory 


through ten 


. Marvel at over 12,000 plant 
Specimens and discover the Strategies plants have 
evolved to Survive in their unique environments, 
The most techn 
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A wonderful, 
hot and sunny 
day in Kew 


Gardens was 
absolutely 
great 


The Lucombe oak is a very special type of oak in so many ways. It is a semi- 
evergreen which in itself is unusual as most trees are either deciduous or 
evergreen. The reason it is semi-evergreen is because it's parent trees are 
two very different types of oak. The Turkey oak is deciduous and the Cork 

oak is evergreen. This was discovered by William Lucombe who was a horti- 

culturalist and nurseryman of Exeter. His love and study of oak trees led him 
to discover these natural hybrids and they were named Lucombe oak. They 


. . . are also sometimes know as the Exeter oak. Thankfully Lucombe oaks are 

This wonderful old oak is said to be the old- 

quite easy to find throughout Exeter. The corky bark is probably the most 
stunning feature and helps to identify this more easily. 


est Lucombe oaks in existence 


Duercus x hispanica ‘Lucombeana’ 


In 1762 at a nursery just outside Exeter, a 
Turkey oak (Q. cerris) and evergreen cork oak 
(Q. suber) naturally hybridised, or crossed, to 
create an exciting new tree — the Lucombe oak. 


This specimen was grown from a cutting taken from 
the original hybrid tree, making this one of the 
oldest Lucombe oaks in existence. 


It was originally planted 20 m north of this location, 
where Syon Vista is today. It was moved in 1846, 
when it was already a mature tree, to enhance the 
view along the vista. 


The species is named after William Lucombe 
(1696-1794), the nurseryman who discovered it. 
Kew's Lucombe oak. photographed in 1901 He became so attached to the original hybrid tree 
it had been uprooted and moved only 55 that he had it felled and stored the wood under 
years eartier his bed, to be used for his coffin 


May 2023..Lynn and | 
were involved in a inno- 
vative scheme locally. 
Oakwood Park tradition- 
ally flooded down the hill 
overwhelming the brook 
at the bottom causing 
many problems in town. 
These new ponds and 
scrapes were dug with 
gullies linking them and 
we planted (in thick mud - 
a backbreaking job) pond 
aquatic plants. When we 
returned it was establish- 
ing and still looked pretty 
bare but it was starting to 
naturalise 
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JOURNEY 28% 


2023...Many a 


happy moment 


spent on our 
allotment 


this, the 
600th, run 
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Grovelands parkrun volunteers 
20th May 2023 


grovelands@parkrun.c... 07:23 - 
tome v 


Thank you for volunteering to help at Grovelands parkru 
tomorrow Saturday 20th May 2023. It's our 600th run! Y 
assistance is invaluable and our participants appreciat 
your efforts. 


Ww 


Please see the roster page at 
http://www.parkrun.org.uk/grovelands/futureroster f 
details of who is doing what, although please note 
roles may change on the day if necessary. 


| am expecting it to be busier than normal as it’s the o00th 
and the weather forecast is good. Also the Mayor of 
Enfield will be coming for the start and make a speech for 
us, so please arrive at 0830 on Saturday morning for 
briefing and training. We'll meet at the usual place, at the 
start which is at the north-west corner of the boating lake. 


Allan and Owen as you are both running and scanning - feel 
free to arrive a bit later. Happy to move any jackets etc 
from start to the finish point. 


John, | will be there from 8.15am 


Please bring your mobile phone with you. Could all 
volunteers with a smartphone please download the parkrun 
Virtual Volunteer app (download links here: 
https://volunteer.parkrun.com/principles/virtual-volunteer). 
This is essential for anyone doing barcode scanning or 
timekeeping, but it's helpful for all volunteers to have it as 
roles may change on the day. In case you don't already 
know parkrun now allows us to scan digital barcodes too. 


If you are scanning or time keeping, please can you clear 
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Yes, | still came in 
almost last..| have 
a reputation to 
uphold... 


The V&A ..always a delight.. 
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Photo History 


Proud mother swan on the New River in Enfield 
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This was a set 
from the very 
popular film 
‘Parasite’ 


The V&A held a 
Korean exhibition 
that proved to be 


39 
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‘CHAIR BENCH’ 
2012 
Gitta Gschwendtner (born 1971) 


‘Chair Bench’ invites you to sit down and consider 
furniture from unexpected perspectives. It is a 
seating installation inspired by the historic chairs 
displayed in this gallery. The designer chose six chairs 
that were made in different woods and a range of 
techniques. She reproduced the backs and legs in 
ash, then playfully mismatched the parts so as to 
highlight their differences. 


England (London) 

Made by Sitting Firm Chairmakers, Coventry 
Ash 

Museum no. NCOL.606-2012 


Around the V&A 


Lynn, please note...that’s 
what | call a real cup of tea 


WEE: Southwold with Cyril & Viv 
Photo History = end of May ‘23 


Shots around 
Southwold 
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This ‘outside toilet’ was less easy to use 


when the boat was at sea 
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River BLYTH 
~ River TRIPs - 


| The very efficient ferry was actually a rowing 


boat skippered by an agile young lady 
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Walking on the Wold was won- 
derful. The weather was perfect 
and the river and field looked 
really special 


This view is we approached 
the harbour 
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High Beech...A summer Sunday in June..First a fish blow out at The Oys- 
ter Shack followed by tea and home made cakes at High Beech Church 
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Our pond...before and after the new flower bed 
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Lynn and | gathered elder- 
flowers as usual and this year 
there was a bumper crop 
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Amex organised a great English 
neighbourhood night (at Kensal 
Rise) and the highlight was a ‘Cow 
Pie’ complete with horns 
(...remembered from Desperate 


Dan in the Dandy ...many years ago 
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A lovely shroud of webs 
in the hedgerow 
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| can never get my head 
round the mentality to 


dump rubbish in such 
This is right next to 


lovely settings but | hope 


my pictures of beauty where we have 


overshadow these acts of planted the trees 


selfishness 


Where does Lynn get the patience to do these 1000 piece jig- 
saws...incredible especially where things like the flowers are dupli- 
cated in different sizes 


We took DP to see Green Acres at North Wield and it was a happy day 


and this lovely shot reminds me of an earlier lovely shot of Dad walking 


down our garden with Larnie many years ago. 


It seems a great ending to this book too 


